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When Peter Galbraith was fired 
from his post as deputy official for 
the U.N. mission in Afghanistan 
world leaders did a global double 
take. 
He was dismissed after he ques-
tioned the way the U.N. reacted to 
the country’s controversial presi-
dential elections in August.
Galbraith will speak today in 
the UC Theater at 7 p.m., explain-
ing the reasons for leaving his po-
sition and the message he hopes it 
sends to world leaders.
Galbraith has a laundry list of 
foreign affairs successes, includ-
ing drafting a treaty in 1995 that 
ended the war in Croatia and help-
ing to draft East Timor’s first in-
dependent constitution as a cabinet 
member of a transitional govern-
ment in the East Asian country. 
His reputation made his dis-
missal from the U.N. position 
noteworthy among the global 
community. 
The assumption that something 
isn’t right when a couple hits a 
relationship roadblock should no 
longer be a predominant stereo-
type, said psychology professor 
David Buss Monday night. 
“That assumption turns out to 
be problematic,” said Buss, a pro-
fessor at the University of Texas, 
during this year’s fourth install-
ment of the President’s Lecture 
Series in the University Theatre. 
Buss’s lecture was titled “Why 
Women Have Sex: Strategies of 
Human Mating.” He presented 
research he used in writing his re-
cent book on the subject. 
He began by asking the audi-
ence whether men and women 
could be “just friends,” exaggerat-
ing the quote with his fingers.
Most of the audience raised 
their hands voting for “no,” but 
Buss said there is no definite an-
swer.
“The answer turns out to be 
whether you are a man or a wom-
an,” he said. 
Buss said it is a natural part 
of human sexuality to come into 
conflict when sex is involved and 
that men and women deal with that 
conflict based on their biological 
differences. 
“Sexual conflict pervades hu-
man social relationships,” he said.
This is to be expected, he said, 
because of very concrete biologi-
cal differences. 
Pregnant women have what he 
called “adaptive problems.” Both 
sexes have to eat, but when women 
get pregnant, their tastes and eat-
ing patterns change differing dras-
tically from those of men.
“Women experience a differ-
ent adaptive problem than men,” 
he said.
That concept translates directly 
into the way men and women view 
sexual relationships.
For one, he said, “obligatory 
parental investment” is vastly dif-
ferent between men and women. 
“What is the minimum male 
obligatory parental investment?” 
he asked the audience.
There were giggles from the 
girls and a few flushed faces for 
the guys. 
“I heard someone say 10 sec-
onds,” he said.
Buss said that, though 10 sec-
onds was the lowest end of the 
scale, the minimum for a woman 
is at least nine months. 
“It would be mind-boggling to 
believe these sexual differences 
don’t create different behaviors 
and strategies,” he said. 
Given that the cost of a wom-
an’s promiscuity may be a little 
more inhibiting than a man’s, Buss 
said it might seem strange that a 
woman would risk having sex 
without a long-term commitment 
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UM’s Woodsmen Team 
takes home another big win
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
The University of Mon-
tana’s Woodsman Team 
returned home victorious 
from a competition hosted 
by Oregon State Univer-
sity last weekend. While the 
first place finish among six 
college teams may be glori-
ous, it’s nothing new, said 
team captain Mike Bagan.
The Woodsmen Team 
was founded in 1939, when 
UM hosted the first Con-
clave, the national champi-
onship for western college 
woodsman teams. 
In the past three years, 
the UM team has won eight 
of the 10 competitions it has 
attended.
“Our team is known for 
first our sawyers, then our 
choppers and climbers,” 
Bagan said.
This weekend, 20 mem-
bers of the UM Woodsman 
Team traveled to Corvallis, 
Ore., to compete in a vari-
ety of logger sports. Their 
combined score of male and 
female competitors in pole 
climbing and various chop-
ping and bucking events 
held them above all other 
teams. Bucking is an event 
in which singles or pairs 
compete to see how fast they 
can cut through a 15-inch 
log using a 7-foot saw.
“The highlight was that 
we still won after two of 
our best competitors gradu-
ated,” Bagan said. “Also, 
being able to get freshman 
out there to see what it’s all 
about is awesome.”
No faculty or profession-
als are helping the team 
achieve the success it has 
seen these past couple of 
years, Bagan said.
“We don’t have a coach, 
so we coach each other,” 
Bagan said.
The team is completely 
self-supporting, Bagan said. 
The work is all volunteer-
based, and any student is 
welcome to join.
“All our money comes 
off our firewood sales and 
donations. With the econo-
my down, so are the wood 
sales, but we are getting by,” 
Bagan said.
Similarly funded is the 
annual Forester’s Ball, a cel-
ebration of forestry tradition 
that is in its 93rd year of op-
eration. The annual ball will 
take place on Feb. 5 and 6. 
A 1930s-style logging town 
is constructed for the ball 
within Schreiber Gym in 
less than a week. Bagan said 
members of the Woodsman 
Team are a core force in 
implementing the ball. The 
Woodsmen have the knowl-
edge base and skills neces-
sary to bring in the hundreds 
of tons of wooden material 
that go into the construction 
of the town.
To put on a ball, it takes 
volunteers more than 2,000 
“man hours,” said Jake 
Watts, the head coordinator, 
known as the “Chief Push” 
of the ball this year.
An overshadowed tradi-
tional element of the Forest-
er’s Ball is the Ball Queen, 
said Paula Trembath, a nurs-
ing major in charge of pub-
licity. 
The Forester’s Ball 
Queen is a female UM stu-
dent recognized for her work 
in organizing and imple-
menting the ball. Through 
an application process, 12 
girls are nominated as pos-
sible Ball Queens, and one 
Aaron Abbot, a member of UM’s Woodsman Team, climbs 50 feet in the pole climbing event in a 
competition hosted by Oregon State University this weekend. The Woodsman Team took first place.
Photo courtesy of Paula Trembath
See FORESTRY, page 4
Psychologist claims the two sexes have different adaptive issues
Josh Potter
Montana Kaimin
Former U.N. official to speak about situation in Afghanistan
Josh Potter
Montana Kaimin
“With him being there, you 
have a very reliable person 
watching the situation.”
-Mehrdad Kia, 
director of central and sourthwest Asian studies
See LECTURE, page 12
 “His resignation was a major 
move by a very respected figure,” 
said Mehrdad Kia, associate pro-
vost for international programs at 
the University of Montana and di-
rector of UM’s Central and South-
west Asia program.
When Hamid Karzai won a 
second term as Afghanistan’s 
president after a suspected rigged 
election, many members of the 
Afghan public were outraged and 
showed their discontent. It was 
Galbraith’s departure, Kia said, 
that gave legitimacy to the Afghan 
people’s concerns. 
Although Karzai hailed from 
a southern Pashtun population, he 
See GALBRAITH, page 11
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The Kettlehouse Brew-
ing Co. increased the price 
of a pint to $4 last year, a 
25-cent raise, to reflect the 
rising price of hops and 
barley. Patrons didn’t even 
blink, and the Kettlehouse 
has since opened a second 
location.
But if a group proposed a 
4 percent sales tax, increas-
ing the price of that beer by 
16 cents, some microbrew 
mavens and anti-tax an-
tagonists would be hopping 
mad. Regardless, the time 
has come for Montana, or 
at least western Montana, 
to join the vast majority of 
states in reaping the ben-
efits of a sales tax.
People resist change, 
especially if they think it 
will hit them in the wallet. 
So some Montanans knee-
jerk into the “opposed” 
column when they hear 
the two words “sales tax.” 
You’d think it was code for 
“tooth extraction.” But they 
aren’t looking past the few 
extra cents they would shell 
out. The benefits are worth 
those few cents. 
Montanans have long 
counted on severance taxes 
on copious natural resource 
extraction to help pay for 
public services. Severance 
taxes dropped in the 1980s, 
but, at the same time, an-
other industry — tourism 
— began rising. The tax-
able potential of tourism, 
however, has yet to be real-
ized.  
In 1992, according to the 
Montana Bureau of Busi-
ness and Economic Re-
search, 6.5 million tourists 
visited Montana. By 1995, 
the number had risen to 7.7 
million visitors who spent 
$1.2 billion dollars in Mon-
tana. Since then, the  trend 
has been growing about 2 
percent per year. Tourist 
dollars are Montana’s new 
resource from which taxes 
should be extracted.
Since the 1980s, Mon-
tana has counted mostly 
on property and income 
tax to backfill for declin-
ing resource taxes. But the 
budget will take a big hit 
this year because tax col-
lections are lagging far 
behind legislative predic-
tions. A legislative report 
released last week said col-
lections for this fiscal year 
have dropped 22 percent 
compared to last year. Any 
surplus won’t last long at 
that rate.
Property owners are 
chaffing under the heavy 
load. Montana ranked in the 
top two-fifths of states with 
the highest property tax in 
2006. The state probably 
climbed in the rankings this 
year — not a good thing — 
with the recent property tax 
reappraisal. Land values in 
western Montana counties 
have shot up as much as 67 
percent since the last ap-
praisal. While that may be 
good news for state coffers, 
many long-time residents 
on fixed incomes may not 
be able to cough up that 
much dough. 
Opponents who assert 
that sales taxes are regres-
sive must not know that 
the poor suffer under Mon-
tana’s income tax structure. 
The state taxes more of 
the income of the working 
poor than any other state, 
according to a report re-
leased last week. Fourteen 
percent of Montana’s popu-
lation lives below the pov-
erty level. They don’t need 
cheaper beer; they need to 
keep money in their pay-
check. All 15 states that are 
poorer than Montana have 
a sales tax. Mississippi, the 
poorest state, has a 7 per-
cent sales tax that applies to 
all goods. And Mississippi 
doesn’t have a thriving 
tourist trade.
Montana residents 
should not have to strain 
under the demands of the 
state budget when so many 
non-residents benefit from 
what Montana offers. Ev-
ery summer, millions of 
visitors use state services, 
roads, power and water. So 
a sales tax should apply to 
goods and services used 
by tourists so the majority 
of the average Montanan’s 
purchases are unaffected. 
So what if Montanans have 
to pay a bit more for an op-
tional beer or meal at a res-
taurant? Montana residents 
get it back indirectly. 
As it stands, tourists 
take most of their money 
with them to the next state 
that isn’t afraid to lighten 
their pockets a bit more. 
Montana should get more 
for its rugged beauty than 
just extra traffic.
Eastern Montana resi-
dents oppose a sales tax 
because they struggle to 
attract visitors and want 
every advantage. But they 
also don’t have skyrocket-
ing land values. Because of 
the state’s dueling personal-
ities, last year’s Senate Bill 
506 proposed a “local op-
tion tourism tax,” allowing 
towns the choice to have a 
sales tax. Unfortunately, SB 
506 never made it past the 
senate, dragged down by 
the usual “no-tax-of-any-
kind” crowd and rental car 
agencies.
Legislators shouldn’t ig-
nore the budget crunch be-
cause, if anything, it creates 
more challenges to pass-
ing bills they want. When 
the next legislature has no 
stimulus money to fall back 
on, perhaps they’ll see what 
a boon a sales tax can be. 
Let’s hope the next tour-
ism tax bill makes it to the 
governor’s desk, so he can 
extract his pen and sign it.
laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
Don’t squeeze property owners and the poor to save state budget
The photo printed with the Nov. 6 story “Wheelchair users share road, consequences” featured UM senior Kayla Weber. 
The wrong person was named in the caption printed Friday.  
On June 26, 1963, U.S. 
President John F. Kennedy 
stood before a cheering 
crowd on the balcony of 
West Germany’s city hall, 
Rathaus Schöneberg, and 
uttered one of the most im-
mortal phrases of the Cold 
War. Attempting to demon-
strate U.S. support for the 
government of West Berlin, 
Kennedy proclaimed, “Ich 
bin ein Berliner” (I am a 
Berliner). 
Despite allegations that 
the famous words actually 
meant, “I am a jelly dough-
nut,” Kennedy’s statement 
boosted the morale of the 
West German people who 
lived in an enclave of com-
munist East Berlin under 
constant fear of Soviet oc-
cupation. The speech took 
place just 22 months after 
the Soviets erected the in-
famous Berlin Wall that 
divided the country and the 
world between supporters of 
Western capitalism and So-
viet communism. Now, 20 
years and one day after the 
Wall fell, we can all stand 
in solidarity with the people 
of Berlin as they celebrate 
the reunification of their be-
loved city and nation.
On Nov. 9, 1989, tele-
vision screens across the 
world broadcasted images 
of Berliners uniting to dis-
mantle the Wall in peaceful 
opposition of communist 
oppression. At first, tearing 
down the Wall was mainly 
metaphorical and primar-
ily involved freer passage 
between East and West. 
Emotions ran high as  refu-
gees freely passed through 
Checkpoint Charlie, the 
main point of crossing be-
tween East and West Ber-
lin, and Germans from both 
sides of the divide danced 
along the top of the Wall. 
While visa travel between 
the East and West remained 
moderately restricted for 
some time, the events of 
Nov. 9 marked a historic 
event that foreshadowed 
the fall of the Iron Curtain 
across Europe.  
In the months that fol-
lowed, the world rejoiced 
as the Cold War, a conflict 
that quite arguably began 
and ended in Berlin, melted 
away. As the Wall was phys-
ically dismantled, Germans 
gathered in celebration with 
a massive concert that in-
cluded such entertainers 
as Sinéad O’Connor, Joni 
Mitchell, Van Morrison and 
the immortal David Hassel-
hoff, who was apparently a 
huge hit in Germany with 
his song “Looking for Free-
dom.” 
While the world rejoiced 
with Germany on that day, 
the significance of what ac-
tually occurred for nearly 
three decades prior on both 
sides of the great divide has 
since been arguably weak-
ened by time and distance.
The Wall, a concrete bar-
rier grotesquely adorned 
with barbed wire and graf-
fiti, was a symbol of divi-
sion, oppression and fear in 
the daily lives of every Ger-
man citizen. Because of this 
barrier, families were sepa-
rated, communication was 
severed and freedom was 
suppressed. While the Wall 
was erected to prevent the 
free passage of people and 
Politicking Time Bomb
Twenty years later, we are still Berliners
By Andrew Dusek
Correction:
ideology, about 5,000 people 
successfully managed to es-
cape between East and West 
Berlin by hurdling over the 
barbed wire at the heavily 
guarded checkpoints, jump-
ing from windows or crawl-
ing through sewers.  How-
ever, as the Wall became 
more fortified, security in-
creased and any attempt to 
pass became deadly. Guards 
received orders that defect-
ing individuals were crimi-
nals deserving to be shot, no 
matter how close they were 
to freedom.  
If an escapee was wound-
ed in a crossing attempt, res-
cue was prohibited for fear 
of fire from the East Ger-
man border guards. These 
“Grepos,” as they were 
known, often let fugitives 
lie bleeding to death on the 
aptly named “death strip,” 
mere feet from their destina-
tion. One of the most tragic 
cases involved 18-year-old 
Peter Fechter, who bled to 
death in full view of the 
Western media on Aug. 17, 
1962, after he was shot. As 
one would expect, such a 
public demonstration of cru-
elty and callousness had a 
profound impact on public 
opinion, but the killing con-
tinued. By the time the Wall 
fell, 130 people had victims 
of such brutality.
Thankfully, such events 
exist now only as tragic 
memories. During the anni-
versary of the destruction of 
the Wall and the reunifica-
tion of Germany, it is impor-
tant to understand what the 
Wall came to symbolize for 
so many people worldwide 
during the Cold War. The 
events of Nov. 9 initiated a 
crack in the Wall, which fi-
nally crumbled completely, 
creating complete German 
reunification on Oct. 3, 
1990.  
Whether you remember 
the historic day the Wall fell 
or merely learned about it 
long after the fact, we must 
remember the worst of times 
as we celebrate the best. To-
day, let us all stand as “Ber-
liners” in remembrance of 
that day and in solidarity 
with the people who finally 
gained their freedom. 
andrew.dusek@umontana.edu
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Outside of teaching, L. Scott 
Mills, University of Montana pro-
fessor of wildlife population ecol-
ogy, gets to research animals in 
places like the Philippines, Olym-
pic National Park and Bhutan. 
Mills, also a 2009 John Simon 
Guggenheim Fellow, will talk 
about what he has learned from 
these experiences during this se-
mester’s final Provost’s Distin-
guished Faculty Lecture Tuesday 
night. 
He hopes people leave the lec-
ture marveling at nature and wild-
life, with a better understanding 
of how wildlife biology can help 
people make better decisions re-
garding wildlife issues. 
The lecture, “Wildlife in a 
Changing World,” begins at 6 p.m. 
in the University Center North 
Ballroom. A reception will follow. 
“To be a Guggenheim Fellow 
is a really prestigious recognition 
of outstanding scholarship,” said 
Provost Royce Engstrom, add-
ing that there is a huge amount of 
competition for the award. 
Mills is also the author of 
more than 80 research articles 
and an award-winning textbook. 
UM professor to discuss
wildlife research experiences
Carmen George
Montana Kaimin
His research has been featured in 
publications such as Newsweek, 
National Geographic, The New 
York Times, Discovery Chan-
nel Canada, National Public Ra-
dio, Science and “The Nature of 
Things with David Suzuki.” Early 
in his career, he received the Na-
tional Science Foundation’s Fac-
ulty Early Career Development 
award and UM’s Most Inspiration-
al Teacher Award in 1998. 
He plans on covering a wide 
range of wildlife topics during the 
lecture, such as the relationship 
between logging and species criti-
cal for a forest’s survival, the ef-
fect global warming will have on 
snowshoe hares, and how studying 
animals in U.S. National Parks can 
help us better understand similar 
species in Himalayan countries.   
There is usually a biological an-
swer that can solve wildlife issues 
loaded with opinionated and emo-
tional debate, Mills said. Some ex-
amples of how wildlife science has 
informed management decisions 
will be presented. He also plans on 
discussing how wildlife biologists 
are linking traditional research 
tools with the latest advances in 
mathematics, molecular biology 
and advanced computer programs.
carmen.george@umontana.edu 
www.montanakaimin.com
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Wildlife biology professor L. Scott Mills will be giving a lecture Tuesday evening, focusing on wildlife biology in the 
changing world.  The speech, part of the Provost’s Distinguished Faculty Lecture Series, will be held in the University 
Center North Ballroom at 6 p.m.  
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A dancer peeks around the corner of the 92nd Annual Forester’s Ball History cove. Wood gathering for the 93rd Ball is already underway.
is chosen on the first Ball night to 
receive a $100 scholarship, Trem-
bath said.
“The girl that puts in the most 
work and is just rocking will get 
the scholarship,” Trembath said.
“We’re looking for girls not 
afraid to try something new. If you 
want to learn how to run a chain-
saw, we’ll teach you,” she said. 
“And the more humor you have, 
the better.”
Applications for Ball Queen 
are due on Dec. 15. Applications 
are available on the Forester’s Ball 
Web site.
Another tradition surrounding 
the Forester’s Ball that has not 
seen much activity yet this year is 
the battle between UM foresters 
and law students. In the fall, the 
law students always kidnap “Ber-
tha,” the stuffed moose that spends 
most of her time in the School of 
Conservation and Forestry. This 
year, “Bertha” can still be seen 
hanging out with the foresters.
“We’re still waiting for Bertha 
to be stolen,” Trembath said.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu 
Forestry
From page 1
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Unlike money, food does grow 
on trees. But, it takes farm protec-
tion advocates like Bob Wagner to 
help it happen. 
On Thursday, Wagner will give 
a free public lecture, “Grassroots 
farmland conservation: Time-
tested strategies crafted by land-
owners, producers and communi-
ties across the U.S.,” emphasizing 
what America faces with loss of 
farmland and ways other states 
and communities have protected 
or enhanced agricultural land. 
Wagner is the senior director for 
farmland protection at American 
Farmland Trust, a national orga-
nization that has worked for farm-
land protection and environmental 
health since 1980.
Farmland is considered a non-
renewable resource, like coal or 
oil, because once farmland is resi-
dentially or commercially devel-
oped, it cannot be replaced. There-
fore, protection is important, said 
Wagner.
“We’re not necessarily pro-
tecting the land for a particular 
type of agriculture or particular 
crop or to specifically make it 
available to beginning or new 
farmers,” he said. “But rather, 
we’re hoping that, through our 
work, we’re creating the oppor-
tunity for any number of those 
options for the future.”
Wagner manages policy at the 
local and federal level and uses 
economic development, conserva-
tion easements and zoning regu-
lations as methods for protecting 
farmland for the future. 
Farmland policy is a balanc-
ing act. Wagner works as a bridge 
between environmental issues 
related to agriculture, such as 
water conservation and wildlife 
habitat and the need for farmers 
and ranchers to make a living. 
Real estate developers and gov-
ernment officials are also part of 
the balance.
Speaking on the phone from 
Hatfield, Mass., Wagner talked 
about thriving farmers’ mar-
kets in the Pioneer valley along 
the Connecticut River where he 
lives. He said he is optimistic 
that, with national enthusiasm 
behind buying local farm prod-
ucts, the portions of the country 
with remnants of local agricul-
ture can rebound.
Missoula County has made 
strong efforts to protect agricul-
tural land. Ranchers like Joseph 
Boyers in Frenchtown and Dennis 
Anderson of Miller Creek have es-
tablished conservation easements 
that preserve their land for agri-
culture.
Agriculture is the largest in-
dustry in Montana. Organiza-
tions like the Community Food 
and Agriculture Coalition in 
Missoula are working locally to 
build healthy food and farming 
systems. 
“By the time I graduated from 
high school, I saw my community, 
which was a farming and fishing 
community, transformed from one 
that had farms and lots of commer-
cial fishing to one that was almost 
exclusively suburban residential,” 
said Wagner.
Wagner began working on 
farmland protection issues for 
the Vermont Department of Ag-
riculture in 1981. Four years lat-
er, he joined American Farmland 
Trust.
He said he is looking forward 
to visiting Missoula and taking 
the scenic route to Great Falls. His 
only previous jaunt through Mon-
tana was a camping trip in Glacier 
National Park.
The lecture will be presented 
Thursday in the UM Gallagher 
Business Building, Room 123 at 
7 p.m. Graduate students in UM’s 
Environmental Studies Program 
will workshop Wagner’s presen-
tation titled, “Protecting working 
farms and ranches: Making the 
case, setting the strategy, getting 
it done.” 
neil.larubbio@umontana.edu
Lecturer to discuss agriculture 
and loss of remaining farmland
Neil Larubbio
Montana Kaimin
New details have emerged 
about a reported rape on campus, 
but police say charges won’t be 
filed until results come back from 
the Missoula crime lab.  
Alcohol appears to be a fac-
tor in the Oct. 31 alleged rape 
of an 18-year-old University of 
Montana student, according to 
Missoula Police Department 
Detective Sgt. Bob Bouchee. 
Detective Shelagh More said date-
rape drugs were not a factor, but 
other recreational drugs may have 
been involved.
“I think if all parties had not 
consumed alcohol, this would 
not have happened,” More said. 
More said everyone involved in 
the alleged rape has been inter-
viewed and were cooperative. 
To the best of her knowledge, 
she said, all are UM students. 
Police were dispatched to Jesse 
Hall at 1:52 a.m. Saturday after 
two resident assistants found the 
victim in a men’s bathroom and 
called the UM Office of Public 
Safety.
“We are working with the vic-
tim right now,” Sgt. Bouchee said. 
“We do have a named suspect.”  
Sgt. Bouchee said, with the 
backlog at the crime lab, it could be 
months before anyone is charged. 
Ron Brunell, director of Resi-
dence Life, said it appears the 
victim knew her alleged attacker, 
and UM students who party safely 
don’t need to worry.
“I think it’s a very safe cam-
pus. We work hard to keep it safe,” 
he said. According to UM Public 
Safety statistics, this would be 
the first reported rape on campus 
since 2006.
Mike Gerrity contributed re-
porting to this story
Lab results delayed in case 
of alleged rape on campus
M
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I worked most of last year in Iraq as an Army pho-
tojournalist.
It’s not been easy for me to speak of my time there.
I have not had problems telling war stories. They 
are situational. People know what to expect — as far 
as context goes, anyway. They only scratch the sur-
face, though. To go deeper is more difficult.
What did it all really mean? Honestly, I don’t 
know. While I was there, more immediate challenges 
dominated. They had to. If I let my focus on survival 
and the job at hand waver, I wouldn’t have had any 
more challenges to deal with. Ever.
My mission was to tell what was going on. My area 
of responsibility was Wasit province, southeast of 
Baghdad. I couldn’t cover that from the relative safety 
of a coalition base. I had to be “outside the wire” to 
capture the reality. It was not safe by any means. To 
survive each mission and get the photos and infor-
mation to tell the story demanded absolute focus and 
control. With a mission every other day, I could never 
let that control drop.
Thoughts of serving my country, of the overall le-
gitimacy of what we were doing, even of home and 
family could not be allowed to form, much less take 
any real shape. My plans rarely extended beyond the 
next week, and even the next moment was not some-
thing to take for granted.
Now I have come back. After nearly a year at 
home, I have the space for such questions, but find 
myself unable to address them. 
How can words encompass a situation like war? 
How can a soldier describe what he or she has seen? 
The average American hasn’t seen enough to put the 
events in context, to understand them. That is the 
point of what we do as soldiers, really.
What I captured through my lens is context. What 
I can’t tell of my time at war, let me show, instead.
Sgt. Daniel T. West is a junior majoring in 
photojournalism. Cabo Jorge Molina, of El Salvador's Battalion Cuscatlan, peers into a crowded room at the 
Handicap Association's new facility in Numaniyah, Iraq.  Aug. 8,  2008.
A girl is led to 
the site where 
soldiers of the 
Cuscatlan bat-
talion distributed 
food, clothing and 
school supplies in 
Neenm Sabbah, 
Iraq, 50 kilome-
ters southeast of 
al Kut.  Soldiers 
of the battalion 
distributed 200 
bags of food, 
200 backpacks 
filled with school 
supplies and 100 
sets of children's 
clothing in three 
villages during the 
mission. 
June 24, 2008.
Second Lt. Francisco Ruiz, of El Salvador's Battalion Cuscatlan, works to keep people from being pushed onto concertina 
wire surrounding the distribution site near the Anwar district of al Kut. Aug. 14, 2008.
An Iraqi Army Scout fires from cover during a live fire exercise, supervised by soldiers of U.S. Army Special Forces Operational Detach-
ment Alpha 7236 at Forward Operating Base Delta, Iraq.  July 15, 2008.
Story and Photos by 
Sgt. Daniel T. West
Keeping a sharp focus in Iraq
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A soldier of the Tenth Special Forces Group plays with a child during a medical activity in al Kut, Iraq.  The event was arranged by 
the Iraqi Police's Kut SWAT team, in conjunction with the 41st Fire Brigade.  An Iraqi doctor and doctors and medics from the 589th 
Brigade Support Battalion of Fort Hood, Texas, provided treatment to more than 100 Iraqi children. July 13, 2008.
Cabo Jorge Molina, of El Salvador's Battalion Cuscatlan, peers into a crowded room at the 
Handicap Association's new facility in Numaniyah, Iraq.  Aug. 8,  2008.
Second Lt. Francisco Ruiz, of El Salvador's Battalion Cuscatlan, works to keep people from being pushed onto concertina 
wire surrounding the distribution site near the Anwar district of al Kut. Aug. 14, 2008.
Children wait 
with their moth-
ers for food to 
be distributed 
by soldiers of El 
Salvador's Bat-
talion Cuscatlan 
near the Anwar 
district of al Kut.  
June 1, 2008.
Keeping a sharp focus in Iraq
News8 Tuesday, Novemeber 10, 2009ontana    aiminM K
HELENA — Montana is on 
the verge of getting a basic blue 
license plate that harkens back to 
older tags with a “Treasure State” 
slogan — and drops the “Big Sky 
Country” moniker.
The new design is scheduled to 
be released in January, and replaces 
a far more elaborate design that has 
been issued as the base license plate 
for those who do not buy one of the 
more expensive specialty plates.
The simpler easier-to-read de-
sign, similar to plates from the 
1970s and earlier, was popular 
with law enforcement.
The panel that picked the re-
placement said initial news cover-
age on the retro option prompted a 
wide variety of reactions, but was 
not overwhelmingly either posi-
tive or negative.
“It’s literally been across the 
spectrum,” said Tom Butler, the 
Montana Highway Patrol represen-
tative to the panel. “From the High-
way Patrol perspective, we just want 
something that is easy to read.”
Details of the rollout, such as 
when people will be required to 
switch, have not been determined 
yet, the Justice Department said.
The panel was charged with de-
signing the state’s basic license plate 
that is now five years old. Its recom-
mendation now goes to the attorney 
general’s office, which is expected 
to approve the plate for production 
at the Department of Corrections.
Tim Burton, the agency’s dep-
uty director, said he plans to ap-
prove the new plate because it of-
fers many improvements.
Law enforcement will be able 
to easily read the plates with a 
solid background, he said. Burton 
said the “MONTANA” spelled 
out on the plate in block letters is 
much more visible because the old 
version had an elaborate Old West 
script that was so low that it was 
often covered up by plate holders.
Gone are the mountain ridges 
along the bottom, and a sky with 
blue-green hues.
The committee narrowed its 
choice to the basic design in ad-
vance of Monday’s decision, and 
debate focused on whether to 
choose a blue or green color. The 
blue version won out as panel 
members favored its overall ap-
pearance.
The panel also stuck by a de-
cision to go back to the “Treasure 
State” slogan that first appeared 
on plates almost 100 years ago. 
The “Big Sky Country” theme was 
first used on plates about 40 or so 
year ago.
By law, the state outline still 
appears on the plate. This time it 
will be simply a white outline on 
the solid color background. The 
bison skull still is on the plate, 
separating the county number 
from the plate number.
Montana has a wide assortment 
of colorful specialty plates: 105, 
plus special college and university 
plates. The new plate does not af-
fect those specialty offerings.
The committee, made up of 
representatives from the Depart-
ment of Corrections, Travel Mon-
tana, the Highway Patrol and the 
state Motor Vehicle Division, de-
cided the base plate should look 
to the days of simplicity in design, 
since people can choose from a 
large number of more elaborate 
designs.
Blue retro license plates scheduled 
for release in Montana in January
Associated Press
In September, debates about the 
constitutionality of physician-assist-
ed suicide took off in the Montana 
Supreme Court in Helena. A panel 
of ethicists and professors discussed 
the issue in the Gallagher Business 
Building Monday night.
Two other states, Washington 
and Oregon, have passed legislation 
allowing physician-assisted suicide. 
Montana is still deciding whether a 
terminally ill, mentally competent 
person has the right to end his or her 
life with a doctor’s prescription. 
Advocates of assisted suicide 
argue that Montana’s constitution 
provides for death with dignity, 
whereas in Oregon and Washing-
ton, a voter referendum was passed 
to enact death-with-dignity laws. 
Scott Crichton, panel mem-
ber and executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
Montana, talked about dignity and 
autonomy as undeniable rights. 
“I want to be able to have some 
say in my life, if it comes to that,” 
Crichton said, relating to people 
suffering from terminal illnesses. 
An elderly man in the audience 
echoed Crichton, telling a story 
about a friend who had been dying 
of cancer and had to starve herself 
to death because she couldn’t ob-
tain a pill to end her life.  
Mark Hanson, a lecturer in lib-
eral studies at UM, expressed a dif-
ferent view. He said the term “death 
with dignity” is ambiguous because 
explaining indignity is difficult. 
Hanson told the story of Dax 
Cowart, who had sustained burns to 
68 percent of his body. Cowart was 
badly disfigured. He lost his sight, 
was crippled and confined to a bed 
after a propane gas explosion. In a 
documentary called “Please Let Me 
Die,” Cowart talks with a psychia-
trist about his mental competence 
and desire to die because he did not 
“want to go through the pain.” 
The documentary raised ques-
tions about patient autonomy, as 
does the assisted suicide debate. 
Many groups, including 
churches and disability rights 
advocates, argue that legalizing 
assisted suicide would pave the 
way for abuses. Others, like Julie 
French, a Democratic state legisla-
tor, wonder if it’s misplaced to cre-
ate a right to die if there is not a 
universal right to health care.
The panelists agreed on one 
thing: it is necessary to continue 
talking about assisted suicide. 
“We wanted to get people to 
think about their personal values 
and beliefs about death; to say 
‘Gosh, I didn’t think of that,’” 
Crichton said. 
The debate will continue while 
the Montana Supreme Court reach-
es a verdict on assisted suicide. 
Crichton said he is confident a de-
cision will be made by December. 
Then will be up to the state legis-
lature to decide what ramifications 
the court’s verdict will have for all 
Montanans. 
hannah.stiff@umontana.edu
Panel debates Montana’s 
assisted suicide stance
Hannah Stiff
For the Montana Kaimin
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Football
Phew. 
Montana players, coaches and 
fans breathed a collective sigh of 
relief Saturday as Brody McK-
night’s 33-yard field goal split the 
uprights and pulled the Griz out 
from what would have easily been 
one of the biggest upsets in Foot-
ball Championship Series history.
The last-second kick gave the 
Griz a 12-10 win in Pocatello, 
Idaho, where winless Idaho State 
(0-10) gave undefeated Montana 
(9-0) all they could handle for 60 
head-scratching minutes.
The usually fearsome Griz-
zly offense, plagued all after-
Griz Notebook: Volleyball team in postseason contention
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
Eight months removed from 
her final game at Montana, former 
Lady Griz star Sonya Rogers re-
turned to Missoula Sunday — this 
time as the enemy. 
Rogers suited up with three for-
mer Grizzlies and former WNBA 
star Sheryl Swoopes to challenge 
the Lady Griz in their only exhi-
bition game this season. The Lady 
Griz defeated Idol Sports 77-57.
The other former Grizzlies on 
the team were Laura Valley (1998-
2008), Corrie Villegas (2002-03) 
and Juliann Keller (2001-05). 
While most played well, they also 
relished the opportunity to per-
form in front of Lady Griz fans 
one more time.
“Anytime you have the chance 
to come back here and play … it’s 
a really good time,” Villegas said. 
During introductions, the for-
mer Grizzlies received a nice hand 
from the crowd. The players who 
had dedicated blood, sweat and 
tears to Grizzly basketball were 
recognized for their hard work, 
even though on this day they wore 
blue instead of maroon and silver. 
“You know, in the back of their 
heads, they’re still rooting for us, 
too,” Villegas said.
Keller was part of the back-to-
back NCAA tournament teams in 
2003-04 and 2004-05, and Rogers 
was one of the three talented se-
niors from last season.
While Rogers thought she 
didn’t play up to par, she did re-
mind Lady Griz fans that she can 
still shoot the three, hitting a buzz-
er-beater from just inside half-
court at the end of the first half.
“Sonya actually played in a 
closed scrimmage game, lit us up 
a little bit. We did a little better 
job on her today, but that’s always 
fun,” said UM coach Robin Selvig. 
“They’re good players, and it’s fun 
for them to get back.”
The game also gave the former 
Griz a chance to see this year’s 
team up-close. And the home team 
did not disappoint, led by senior 
forward Lauren Beck and junior 
forward Sarah Ena. The Lady Griz 
led wire-to-wire and shot 44.3 per-
cent from the field and 46.7 per-
cent from beyond the arc.
“I think Sarah’s gotten even 
more aggressive and Lauren has, 
Lady Griz outshine alumnae in exhibition game
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Becky Malewitz for Montana Grizzlies
Sophmore forward guard Misty Atkinson goes up for a shot against Idol Sports. The Lady Griz came away with a 77–57 win 
over the alumnae team in their only preseason exhibition game.
too. She [Beck] shot well today. 
She did everything well. She took 
care of the ball. They’re just going 
to be really solid,” Rogers said.
“I knew she [Beck] was always 
talented, but she was really able to 
show how versatile she was. She 
was really confident in her game, 
her shot, everything,” Villegas 
said. “She really surprised me, but 
I knew she had it in her.”
Beck finished the game with 
a team-high 22 points and was a 
presence in the paint with three of-
fensive rebounds, two blocks and 
two steals. She also made 3-of-4 
from 3-point range.
Next up for the Lady Griz is the 
non-conference season opener this 
weekend on the road against Colo-
rado State and Wyoming. Villegas 
is already convinced that this team 
should have no problem picking up 
where the last one left off.
“They’re really strong. I’ve 
never been knocked down so 
much. They might be short seniors 
from last year, and they might be 
young, but they have a lot of heart 
out there. They play really hard,” 
Villegas said. 
“At the end of the day, that’s 
what you need to be able to win 
a game. It doesn’t matter if they 
have the experience. They’ll get 
the experience. But, they look re-
ally great. Sarah Ena’s leading 
them pretty well.”
On any other day, Beck may 
have finished with the game-high 
in points, but on Sunday, Swoopes 
happened to be in the building. She 
scored 31 points with 15 rebounds 
and four steals for Idol Sports. 
Swoopes, Rogers and Villegas 
were the only players from Idol 
Sports who scored in the first half. 
Overall, either Swoopes or Grizzly 
alumnae scored 55 of Idol Sports’ 
57 points.
As long as the Lady Griz don’t 
have to play any other former-
WNBA MVP’s, they should be in 
pretty good shape.
“Luckily, I’ll never have to 
play against anyone that good ever 
again. It’s something that’s a once-
in-a-lifetime experience. Every-
body knows Swoopes, and she’s 
done a lot for a lot of different 
communities around the nation,” 
Beck said. “It’s nice, I’m glad I 
won’t ever have to do it again, 
though.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
noon by turnovers, penalties and 
botched fourth-down conversions, 
racked up nearly 500 yards in to-
tal offense. But they found the end 
zone on only one occasion: when 
Thomas Brooks-Fletcher stuffed 
a one-yard run up the gut midway 
through the second quarter.
Still, with the game on the line, 
the Griz sunk their teeth into the 
Bengal defense when it counted 
on a scoring push that started with 
1:25 left on the clock. Quarterback 
Andrew Selle completed three 
huge passes on a game-winning 
drive that started at the Montana 
17-yard line and ended with a field 
goal that gave the Griz their 12th 
consecutive Big Sky title.
Idaho State stuck close through 
the first three quarters until Rus-
sell Hill hit Kelvin Krosch for 
a 21-yard touchdown pass with 
10:24 left in the fourth. 
It was the first time the Bengals 
had led in the second half of any 
game this year, but the advantage 
became a footnote as McKnight 
redeemed himself for an ear-
lier point-after miss, and Bobby 
Hauck’s team headed home with 
its perfect record intact.
It’s all formalities and playoff 
positioning for conference champs 
Montana from here on out, as they 
host Northern Colorado (3-7, 1-6) 
before heading to Bozeman for a 
matchup with rival Montana State 
(6-3, 4-2).
Volleyball
Sometimes the little things 
make the biggest difference.
The UM volleyball team split 
a pair of road matches over the 
weekend to pull into fourth place 
in the Big Sky conference stand-
ings. After dropping Thursday’s 
match at Northern Colorado in 
four sets, the Griz rebounded Sat-
urday in a 25-14, 25-18, 25-23 vic-
tory over Northern Arizona.
Montana hit a season-high .366 
at Northern Arizona, improving 
on a .177 night at Northern Colo-
rado. Coach Jerry Wagner said the 
effort was there both nights but 
a few plays added up to the final 
result in each match.
“You see the difference in 
See NOTEBOOK, page 10
”“
There’s a handful of things 
that don’t end up on the 
score sheet that determine 
the outcome of the game.
Jerry Wagner, UM volleyball head coach
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Junior Jaimie Thibeault (9) delivers a spike on Portland State defenders during a 
match in the West Auxiliary Gym on Oct. 30.
NOTEBOOK
From page 9
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hitting percentage from game 
to game, but it’s not like we’re 
just playing so bad offensively 
one night and so great another,” 
Wagner said. “There’s a handful 
of things that don’t end up on the 
score sheet that determine the out-
come of the game. You might have 
a set that goes to somebody who’s 
not expecting it or a ball that hits 
the floor with three players stand-
ing around watching — those are 
the plays that turn it.”
Junior Jaimie Thibeault led the 
charge against the Lumberjacks, 
notching nine kills and six blocks 
with just one error. Senior setter 
Taryn Wright had 33 assists in a 
match where she hit .857.
Wagner said taking care of 
business in three sets felt good for 
the Griz, who left their matchup in 
Greely, Colo., feeling frustrated.
“We led Northern Colorado in 
every statistical category but hit-
ting percentage,” Wagner said. 
“That was tough, but we came out 
with determination. That’s some-
thing we need the rest of the way.”
Montana capitalized on consis-
tent play in all three sets against 
Northern Arizona to move to 7-6 
in league play and 11-13 overall.
With four spots up for grabs in 
the Big Sky Conference tourna-
ment, the win nudges the Griz into 
postseason contention. Montana 
holds a game-and-a-half edge on 
fifth-place Sacramento State (15-
13, 5-7) and two-game advantage 
over a pair of sixth-place teams in 
Idaho State (11-14, 5-8) and North-
ern Arizona (8-14, 5-8).
Next up for Montana is Friday’s 
home match against Sacramento 
State, before the Griz head to We-
ber State (6-19, 4-9) and Idaho 
State next weekend.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.eduv
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despite a larger turnout from the 
northern Tajik and Persian vot-
ers supporting his main opponent 
Abdullah Abdullah. 
This gave rise to questions 
about possible government cor-
ruption, despite a large effort by 
the U.N. to ensure a more stable 
Afghanistan, Kia said. 
“It was the obvious result of 
an obviously fraudulent election,” 
Kia said.
Kia said that both he and Gal-
braith became critical of the U.N.’s 
actions in Afghanistan after the 
election. 
“He made a strong statement 
that this kind of electioneering is 
unacceptable,” Kia said. “Espe-
cially when the U.N. was sitting 
there and put its stamp of approval 
on it.”
For that reason, Kia said, Gal-
braith was in a position to send an 
important message.
“Is this the kind of govern-
ment we want to stand and invest 
several more billions of dollars to 
support?” Kia said. 
But Kia also acknowledged that 
Galbraith’s exit from Afghanistan 
leaves a little more uncertainty in 
an already shaky region and that 
the future of the country remains 
a concern to Afghanis and the rest 
of the world. 
“With him being there, you 
have a very reliable person watch-
ing the situation,” Kia said. “Who 
is watching this government’s ac-
tivities?”
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
GALBRAITH
From page 1
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Senior Jenna Ekegren heads up the “M” trail with her dog Penny, a 3-year-old chocolate lab. Ekegren and Penny 
walk the trail “whenever it’s too sunny to go to the gym.”
Making the trek
at all. But, since a woman’s sex 
drive stems from a combination of 
both physical and emotional fac-
tors, it makes perfect sense.
“It’s a puzzle because there’s 
costs associated with it,” he said. 
“What do women find sexually 
attractive? It turns out to be much 
more complicated than what men 
find to be sexually attractive.” 
For example, because scent can 
be an indication of a man’s state of 
health, Buss said, “Men who smell 
bad can be a sexual kill-switch.”
During the ovulation cycle, a 
woman’s sexual attraction shifts 
to more masculine men. Since 
testosterone weakens the im-
mune system, women can actu-
ally perceive masculinity as an 
indicator of health because the 
man’s body has a strong enough 
immune system to withstand 
more of the chemical. 
“Only those males who have 
a good immune system to begin 
with can afford to develop these 
masculine features,” Buss said. 
So, Buss said, the different 
ways in which men and women 
go about dating and mating lead 
to three causes of conflict in 
relationships: short-term mat-
ing, sexual infidelity and male 
poaching, in which a woman 
tries to steal someone else’s mate 
because of inevitable biological 
attraction. 
The point, Buss said, is that 
both men and women engage in 
instigating these conflicts.
“Believe it or not, women actu-
ally deceive men,” he said. “As far 
as we know, there are no defenses 
for that deception.”
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
               LOST AND FOUND  
Lost: In CLAPP Building black/purple 
mug printed with ‘witches brew’ and ‘my 
other car is a broom’. Call 218-8770. 
                     FOR SALE 
Great local deals on all types of brand new 
furniture. Please visit our site at  
www.fullhousefurniture.com, or 549-0601.
Come fulfill your fantasies and check out 
our line of erotic oils and party favorites 
today. Be good to yourself or the special 
person in your life and treat yourself to 
your fantasies today!! 15% - 50% off 
selected items. Come visit us today at  
216 Brooks, or 210 East Main Street.  
Brand New Mattress Sets: Twin mattresses 
alone $69.00, Twin sets $139.00, Full sets 
$149.00, Queen sets $159.00, King sets 
$259.00. Full House Furniture, 549-0601.
                       FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula. 
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.  
Call 251-6611.
Furnished rooms for rent Missoula  
everything included-even housekeeper  
$310/mo and up call now 866-728-2664 
www.ValueAddedRentals.com
                PERSONALS 
You can quit smoking. Curry can help.  
Room 112 243-2809
Want to be your best? Develop  
enlightenment through the TM technique. 
www.tm.org - Paula 207-7496 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments  
available. Please call 243-4711
Tight Budget? Quit smoking/chewing kits 
at Curry Room 112
                      SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student  
discount! Computer Central 136 East 
Broadway 542-6540
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free 
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call 
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
DUI Defense Associates. Don’t Plead 
Guilty. Call 721-3726
Take the Tobacco Free UM survey today. 
Look for it in your umontana email  
account (junk folder too).
                  HELP WANTED 
Survey takers needed. Make 5-$25 per 
survey. Go to www.GetPaidToThink.com
Local newspaper looking for freelance 
writers for special sections. Pay DOE. 
Submit 3 writing samples to Tia Metzger 
P.O. Box 8029, Missoula, MT 59807
Vet hospital seeking part-time employee 
to clean stalls and do basic daily duties. 
Contact bmvh4646@aol.com
Part-time Nanny position for two nice chil-
dren. Call 880-8811       
                                                                                  
NEED CHRISTMAS CASH? Join the 
Holiday season team at The Shipping 
Depot! Exciting retail environment, chal-
lenging work, lots of customer contact. 
No experience necessary paid training 
provided. Flexible scheduling, morning 
and afternoon hours available. Packing, 
shipping (UPS, FedEx, International),  
copies, faxes, mail services, we do it all 
fast and right. Complete our  
application at The Shipping Depot, 2120 
S. Reserve, by Rosauer’s, or at 1001 E. 
Broadway, by Albertson’s Eastgate.                     
                  
LECTURE
From page 1
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Psychology professor David Buss from the University of Texas at Austin talks to his audience at the President’s Lecture Series Monday night.  Buss talked to a packed 
University Theatre about sexual conflict and strategies of human mating.
www.montanakaimin.com
